From February half term, your weekly assignment will consist of two old exam papers.
The plan for the rest of the course is shown below:
w/b

Notes

25th
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Mock week

4th March
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Subject Review

25th March
1st April
8th April
15th April
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Easter holiday
Easter holiday
Monday = Bank
holiday
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Pure Mock 2 in
Hall after
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(Tuesday or
Thursday)
Monday = Bank
holiday

th
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Study leave
starts
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2nd lesson

3rd lesson

Revision 2
Algebra & Functions
Revision 15
Hypothesis testing
Mechanics Test in
lesson
Pure Test in lesson

Pure Mock 1 in Double
lesson

Only two lessons this
week

Revision 3
Coordinate Geometry
Revision 5
Trigonometry
Revision 6
Exponentials &
Logarithms

Revision 4
Sequences & Series
Revision 7
Differentiation
Revision 9
Numerical Methods

Pure 6
Applied 3
Pure 7
Pure 8
Applied 4
Pure 9

Subject Reviews

Statistics Test in lesson

Statistics Mock in
lesson
Pure Test in lesson

Mechanics Mock in
lesson
Revision 10
Vectors

Revision 8
Integration
Revision 19
Moments
Revision 11
Sampling

Pure 10
Applied 5
Pure 11
Pure 12
Applied 6
Pure 13
Pure 14
Applied 7

Easter Holidays

Pure Test in lesson

Revision 12
Data Presentation &
Interpretation
Revision 13
Probability

Pure Test in lesson

Revision 14
Distributions

Revision 17
Kinematics

Pure 15
Pure 16

Bank Holiday Monday

Pure Test in lesson

Revision 1 Proof
Revision 16 Units
(Modelling)

Applied 8
Pure 17
Pure 18
Applied 9
Pure 19
Pure 20
Applied 10
Pure 21
Pure 22
Applied 11

Applied Test in lesson

Revision 18
Forces

Pure 3
Pure 4
Applied 2
Pure 5

11th March

18th March

1st lesson

Assignment to be
handed in this week
Pure 1
Pure 2
Applied 1

Pure Paper 1 =
5th June
Pure Paper 2 =
12th June
Applied Paper =
14th June

The key to success is honest self-assessment followed by remedial action. If you are honest with yourself
about how much you understand the work and if you take remedial action to improve your weak areas,
you will get a grade A* (unless you make lots of expensive errors).

During the Revision lessons, I will issue worksheets with questions on them and I will collect the
worksheets at the end of each lesson. If you would like your own copy of these questions, you can
download and print them off yourself from the VLE. They are called “A level Revision Questions”

When you work through these papers, do NOT use the mark scheme every time you get stuck. Try to work
out what to do yourself. You won’t have the mark scheme in the real exam! Do the test in 2 hours and
then mark it. If you don’t get full marks on a question, find out what went wrong (use your Survival Kit or
the textbook or any other form of support). Then go back to it a day later and do it again (without looking
at the mark scheme). Keep doing this until you can get the question right without help. This is the way you
will improve your understanding.
In the mark schemes, the following symbols are used:
M marks: method marks are awarded for ‘knowing a method and attempting to apply it’.
A marks: Accuracy marks can only be awarded if the relevant method (M) marks have been earned.
B marks are for the correct answer (method not necessary)
There’s more about How To Study An Exam Paper on pages 5-7
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Remember never to cross out a whole solution. If you do a question twice and produce one correct
solution, you will get full marks and your wrong solution will be ignored.

Over the next three months, please continue to email me if you need support. If you do email me,
remember to send a picture of what you have done so far and let me know what it is in the mark scheme
that you don’t understand.
If you get stuck there are a number of things you can do
 Refer to your Survival Kit
 Watch the videos again on www.mickmacve.com
 Use the textbook and read the bits between the exercises
 Try some of the questions in the exercises to get further help
 Drop In With The Doubles in room 7
 Look at videos and resources from other websites
However, the best thing you can do is figure it out yourself.

The list of the formulae that you need to learn are on pages 8-11.
Make sure you remember all these formulae.
The formulae that you don’t need to remember are in the formula book
See the bottom of
https://www.mickmacve.com/2nd-year-201819.html

Record your marks in the table on page 14. Keep this table up to date.
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DO NOT simply copy out the mark scheme.
Here is why we ask you to study exam papers. By following this programme of exam paper study, you will:
Improve your knowledge of how to solve standard problems… By completing every question from past
papers you will encounter almost every question that has been put into your real exam.
Improve the accuracy of your algebra… The exam board have told us that the only difference between E
grade students and A grade students is that the A grade students make fewer algebraic errors. Being able
to answer the questions is not enough. You need to be able to answer them without making expensive
errors, and this is not something you can learn at the last minute. It takes practice.
Improve the speed of your algebra… Your real exam will be an algebra sprint. It is very important that
you get used to the speed required.
Studying an exam paper is not the same as doing an exam paper.

Sit down and complete an exam paper…...
After an hour you have done all you can do so you mark your work using the mark scheme.
You realise you’ve made some errors and you think ‘oops! – I won’t do that in the exam!’
You read the solutions to the questions you couldn’t do and think ‘oh – I see how to do it now’.
What has this process done to improve your chance of getting a good grade in the real exam?
Do you have any more knowledge?
You have read the solutions to the questions you couldn’t do,
but this doesn’t mean you can actually do them 
Have you improved the accuracy of your algebra?
As soon as you finished the paper you went to
the mark scheme. You didn’t practice the most important part of an exam – looking for and correcting
your errors 
Have you improved the speed of your algebra?
You didn’t try to complete each question in a fixed
number of minutes so you still have no idea whether you were going at exam speed 
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1. Complete the exam paper in exam conditions. This means you continue working for two hours and
make a real determined effort to find your errors before the time is up.
2. Don’t use
a. The mark scheme
b. Your Survival Kit
c. Textbooks
d. Any other support
3. Mark the paper carefully using the mark scheme
4. Look at all the marks you lost – categorising them as being due to
a. LU = Lack of understanding (not knowing what to do)
b. EE = An expensive error (something that seems silly when you realise what you did)
5. Study your mistakes using
a. The mark scheme
b. Your Survival kit
c. Textbooks
d. Videos
e. etc.
6. Wait a day then repeat any question that you lost marks on using the strict timing (number of
minutes = number of marks) and looking for your errors before you look at the mark scheme.
7. Repeat steps 3 and 4 over and over again until you are confident that if any of those questions are
in your real exam, you will be able to do them quickly and accurately.
What has this process done to improve your chance of getting an improved grade in the real exam?
Do you have any more knowledge?
You kept going back to the harder questions until you could do
them, so if these questions come up in your exam you, unlike some other students, can be confident you
will know what to do 
Have you improved the accuracy of your algebra?
Not only have you practised finding errors
during step one of the process, the fact that you have written them down and categorised them will help
you to be more aware of the sorts of errors you make and this will help you, unlike other students, to avoid
making them in the real exam 
Have you improved the speed of your algebra?
Every time you complete a paper (or question) in
the correct time you are training yourself to be more comfortable working at the speed needed in the
exam. This means that, unlike some other students, you won’t have the problem of running out of time 
The key to success is
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followed by

.

1. Use a calculator which does integration and differentiation. Carry out this calculation on your calculator
before starting the question so you have an aim. You can bring more than one calculator into the exam.

2. In many questions, it’s possible to take your answer and substitute values back in to the question.
3. Do some questions again. Pick the hardest question or one with most algebraic manipulation. Don’t
cross out either answer: your best answer counts.
4. Circle or highlight key phrases in questions. e.g. “3 decimal places”, “Hence”, “Exact Answer”,
“Simplified Fraction” If a question asks you to “Write Down” an answer, this normally means there’s
just one mark. Don’t spend ages on this – there must be a quick way.
5. Read the question after you’ve finished the answer to check you’ve done what it asks you to.
6. Don’t spend too long on one question. Keep a close eye on the time. Put a watch on your desk rather than
keep looking at the clock on the wall. Make sure you know how many marks for each question and aim for a
minute per mark.
7. Beware of taking shortcuts with your working. It doesn’t take that long to write out an intermediate step.
e.g.
𝑥 2 + 9𝑥 + 4 = 2(𝑥 − 4)
∴ 𝑥 2 + 7𝑥 − 4 = 0
8. Avoid basic arithmetic and algebraic errors.
e.g. 5 − (2 − 𝑥) = 3 − 𝑥, 32 + 5 = 11, 2 + 5(−1)3 = 7
9. Learn the formulae.
10. If you’re asked to “Prove” or “Show” something, the last line in your working should state the answer. It’s
not just enough to write “As required” or “Q.E.D.” – you must write out the statement at the end.

𝑡𝑎𝑛𝜃

11. Don’t take any shortcuts with proofs. Write out every step. You may know that
= 𝑠𝑖𝑛𝜃 but if it’s part of
𝑠𝑒𝑐𝜃
a proof, you must go through the intermediate step.
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Topic
1

2

Pack
3

4

5

6

1

2

Maths Genie
3
4
5
6

7

8

9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
Use this page to keep a record of the questions you answer from the Revision Material
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10

A Level Maths Exam Practice Chart
96A*

91-95
85-90
81-84

A

76-80
70-75
67-69

B

63-66
60-62
57-59

C

53-56
50-52
47-49

D

43-46
40-42
37-39

E

33-36
30-32
20-29
10-19
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A10

A9

A8

A7

A5
A6

A4

A3

A1
A2

A Test

A Test
A Test

P22
A Mock

P21

P20

P19

P18

P17

P16

P14
P15

P12
P13

P11

P10

P9

P8

P7

P6

P4
P5

P3

P1
P2

P Test

P Test

P Mock
P Test

P Mock

0-9

P Mock

U

